

A.V. TURNER MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
About the A.V. Turner Music Scholarship
In 1915, Professor Alvie Van Turner was appointed director of the Senior Choir at St. Stephen A.M.E. Church, serving in that role for 52 years. A native of Lewisburg, Tennessee, he studied at Roger Williams College, Chicago Musical College, and the American Conservatory of Music. He was an accomplished violinist and piano soloist, served for many years as a precinct captain on Chicago’s West Side, and operated the A.V. Turner School of Music from his home for more than 60 years. Professor Turner and his wife, Sadie P. Alexander, a soprano soloist, mentored many young students who went on to serve churches and the broader professional community. In November 1986, the St. Stephen Chancel Choir, formerly the Senior Choir, established a $500 music scholarship in his honor to help prepare young members of St. Stephen A.M.E. Church to become musicians and soloists. Administration of the scholarship was later transferred to the Joshua M. Brown Lay Organization. Today, the A.V. Turner Memorial Music Scholarship continues to honor Professor Turner’s legacy and tradition of choral excellence.


Scholarship Application
The application form should be completed carefully by all applicants seeking the A.V. Turner Scholarship Award.  Applications must be submitted before the 4th Sunday in September for Fall semester consideration and before the 4th Sunday in February for Spring semester consideration.  Scholarships are awarded for the Fall and Spring semesters only. These scholarships are four-year, renewable awards of varying amounts.  Evidence of acceptance to a music program or music lessons is required for applicants.
Who Should Apply?
We’re looking for instrumentalists, vocalists, and composers who intend to make music a central part of their future. The scholarship must be used towards tuition at a music school or program, private lessons, and/or instrument purchase or maintenance. Applicant must be a member of St. Stephen A.M.E. Church and/or Sunday School and participate in the Joshua M. Brown Lay Organization Musical Showcase held the year after the scholarship is granted.
eligibility criteria:
· Member of St. Stephen A.M.E. Church and/or Sunday School
· Applicants must express an interest in one of the following areas of music: instrumentalist, vocalist, or composer
· Instrumentalist: any of the usual instruments of band or orchestra, including strings, woodwinds, brass, piano, and percussion
· Vocalist: All voices, male and female, are eligible. 
· Composer: songwriter in any genre
· Currently enrolled in an accredited institution or music program with a concentration in any field of music, including Music Industry, Music Technology, Music Theory and Composition, and Musicianship; or 
· Currently receiving or will receive private lessons for instrumental or vocals


Applicants must demonstrate:
· Dedication to the field of music
Applicants must provide a statement of musical intentions (3-4 paragraphs) about how music will be a central part of their future.
· Strength of character
Applicants must demonstrate drive, initiative, maturity, leadership, and a commitment to giving back to their community.
· Proof of Enrollment
Applicants must provide one (1) letter of reference from the music program, institution, or private instructor
Scholarship DETAILS
· Up to $500 based on availability to be applied toward instrument purchases, private lessons, or other music-related needs
· Annual renewal for up to 4 years based on availability
· Award recipients may not receive more than two scholarships per year ($1000 max per year or $4000 max over 4 years) based on availability.
· Recipients must participate in the annual Joshua M. Brown Lay Organization Musical Showcase.
Application Deadlines
Students may apply for the scholarship at any time, but applications will be reviewed in two cycles throughout the year according to the deadlines below.
FALL SEMESTER DEADLINE: 4TH SUNDAY IN SEPTEMBER
SPRING SEMESTER DEADLINE: 4TH SUNDAY IN FEBRUARY
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Please submit the completed application and the following documents to a member of the 
St. Stephen Joshua M. Brown Lay Organization:
· Statement of Musical Interest
· One (1) letter of recommendation from your music instructor, along with proof of enrollment in a musical instruction class.
